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RE: MUR 6474; Comphint against Citizens for Josh Mandel

Dear Mr. ]oxdan;

We ate in receipt of yout letter to Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine concerning a
oomphnnt that his been filed with the Federal Election Commission regarding the U.S. Senate
campaign of Ohio Treasurer Josh Mandel. Your letter states that the complaint “indicates that the
State of Ohio may bave violated the Fedaiul elizétion Campmgn Ace of 1971, % amended (“the .
Act”).” Yaurietter asked the State of Ohia to sithrit any ‘ntatérials we helieve ate relavint to your
cotmdenuon of this matter. Pursuant to that request, the State af Ohio is submitting this lettzt

-As an initial matter, the State of Chio was not named by the Complainant, the Oluo
Democtatic Party, is a tespondent to that charge. Purther, Ohio law does not permit the State of
Ohio o malte a contribution o Mt. Mzntlel’s campaign for the U.S. Senate, or arty other campaign
for that inatter. Ifsuchaconm’buuonweumde,mduwasnot,xtwouldhavebeendonem

violation of Stste law.
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" Asserablyman Charles DeVate, MUR 6272. DeVare was alleged o heve roceived an improper

contribntion from the State of California because some of his assembly staffers had volunteered to
work on his campaign. In that case, the State of California correctly pointed out that it was not a

propet party to the proceeding in front of the Federal Election Commission and that the State had
no involvement, cither directly or indirectly, with the federal candidate. The Commission voted to
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